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L’ALLEE [THE LANE] (PAUL VERLAINE)

Painted and made up as if part of some bygone rustic revelry,

Frail amid the profusion of bows and ribbons,
She passes, beneath the shadowy boughs,

along the lane with its old benches made green by the moss,
With a thousand airs and graces{,] a thousand simpering mannerisms,
Of the sort one normally reserves for precious budgerigars.

Her long dress with its train is blue, and the fan[,]

Which she crumples between the bony fingers encrusted with rings[,]

Is livened up by vaguely erotic pictures[,]

That make her smile, dreaming about them all the while in the minutest detail.
- In short, the blonde. The cute nose with the blood red lips,

luxuriant with an unconsciously divine arrogance,
- Besides, it is more subtle than the beauty spot
That brings back the rather silly glint to her eye.

A LA PROMENADE [STROLLING] (PAUL VERLAINE)

The sky so pale and the trees so gaunt

Seem to be smiling at our bright costumes

Which float weightlessly,

Without a care in the world, like wings fluttering.

The gentle breeze ruffles the surface of the lowly lake,

And the glimmer of sunlight that casts

The faint blue shadows beneath the linden trees along the avenue

Serves our purposes well.

Stylish deceivers and beguiling flirts,
Tender hearts, but unburdened by honour,
We converse seductively

To the billing and cooing of lovers and their beloved,

Whose hands know

Every once in a while to deliver a barely felt smack, in exchange

For a kiss on the furthest tip
Of the little finger, and as the matter is

Hugely exaggerated in its intensity,

One is further punished by the most dismissive of glances,

In contrast, by the way,
With the most forgiving of pouts on their lips.

DANS LA GROTTE [IN THE GROTTO] (PAUL VERLAINE)

There! I take my own life at your knees!

For my anguish is never-ending,

Even the dreadful Hyrcanian tigress

Is a ewe-lamb compared with the price you exact.

Yes, here and now, cruel Clyméne,

This two-edged sword that, in many a battle,
brought down so many Scipios and Cyruses,
Is to bring my life and my sorrow to an end!

Do I need him

To go down to the Champs Elysées?

Did love not pierce my heart with sharpened arrows
As soon as your eye lit upon me?

English translation © Charles Hopkins, April 2002



Alla mamma mia

L allée

Trés modéré: Capricieusement
avec beaucoup de rubato

Kaikhosru Sorabji
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