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The Vision of Cleopatra.

Iris. Our Queen has joy to-night, and
all her cares are smoothed
and cancelled by the spell of love.
She blooms with passionate ardour
like a red lily,and her face
is hidden and mask’d with all
the secrecy of future bliss.
I do not think those eyes of
hers can be quite human, for
they are so innocent;
And her strong hands, so slender
and white, have vast intelligence:
they know, and think, and dream.

Charmion. And her long hair is subtly wise;
For as.I bound it at the set
of sun, the secret scent of it
filled hair and eyes, made
sounds and pictures, and
seemed soft and smooth,
as languidly it brushed across
my face.

CHORUS (in the distance)

The sun has gone away to sleep:
He bids the dark night
Bury all the Pyramids.

Iris. And when with regal, arrogant
step she passed across the portico,
Her proud eyes glanced;

Her neck seemed conscious of its
loveliness;

Her lips, curved into beauty,

Parted with the expectancy of love’s quick pain;
She was as one who walks,

With dreams for company, such dreams

As madden one with longing, fear

And dread that love be vanquished.

CHORUS (tn the distance;

The desert cannot cool,
Nor can love die,

Whilst Horus burns and rides across the sky.

Charmion. Oh! our Queen has wine for blood,
Her tears are heavy drops of water
Stolen from some brackish sea
of murderous waves.

Her heart now leaps with life and
now lies sleeping like a coiléd snake.
But in to-night’s cold moon she burns
and glows:

Her heart is housing many a mad
desire, and she is sick for

Antony.

CHORUS (irn the distance)

The desert may not slake her thirst
Nor may men’s thirsty loving hearts procure allay

Iris. The day has gone,and soon they’ll
drink the heady wine which
Sparkles in each others eyes.
Once more Venus and Bacchus
meet, and all the world stands
still to watch the bliss of living gods.

CHORUS (7n the distance)

Nothing will stay:

Nor desert, sun, nor night.
But this dies last _

Love’s anguishing delight.

DUET.

Antony When battlés done,and the reeking plain
Crimsons the sky from East to West _
Oh, Egypt! hungrily I seek
The royal affluence of your breast.

Cleopatra. And 1,0 son of Bacchus,
Count the invisible hosts that throng you round.
My thoughts kill all your enemies
And strike them prostrate to the ground.

Antony.Ay,prostrate, Egypt! yours the hand that strikes,
And yours the insatiable lust for power;
And yours the quick command
That flings my enemies in the dust.

Cleopatra. *Tis true: I'm with you, Antony,
Mid battle, death, and bloedy rout
Mine is the voice of whispering hope _
'Tis I who “Victory! Victory!” shout.

Anfony. But when the battle’s done, ah, then!
With heart ablaze, with brain afire,
From battle, death, and bloody rout,

I seek my Queen, my great desire.

Cleopatra. 1 wait for you until you come
Quickening my heart with glad surprise;
With scarlet blood upon your hands,
And scarlet blood within your eyes.

Oh,conqueror of the peopled world,
Ruler of lands in East and West!

Even Egypt hails you lord,

And falls a willing victim on your breast.



Antony.When battles done,and the reeking plain
Crimsons the sky from East to West;
Oh, Egypt! hungrily I seek
The royal affluence of your breast.

Cleopatre. Oh,conqueror of the peopled world,
Ruler of lands in East and West!
Even Egypt hails you lord,
And falls a willing victim on your breast.

SOLO.

Cleopatre. Far back within the womb of time
In ome fair body we were pent _
Bound in the strict imprisonment
Of flesh;

And at each year’s sweet prime,
When all the earth exhaled the sun,
And flowers erept upward
Through the ground,

Your soul and mine,in prison bound
(Two souls in prison, body one)

Would wake and stir with dim surprise,
To find each other’s presence near;

Would strain each others voice to hear,
And both gaze through the
Same clear eyes.

And in the night,when your soul slept,
I'd lie awake and vigilant;

I'd watch the shelving mist

Aslant the Pyramids,

Whence slowly crept dreams upon dreams
Of dead men gone;

Faces of kings, remote, austere.

And I would through the darkness peer,

Leaving the couch you slept upon _

Leaving the couch, and walking there,
In darkness, mist, and faint moonlight;
Keeping at bay each fearsome sight,
Searching the darkness everywhere.

And now, though we are separate
(One soul in prison, bodies twa!)
Yet are we one, faithful and true,
And one our love, inviolate.

CHORUS.
Great silence is o’er everything _
The sweet tired silence of the Spring.
Oh, busily beneath the ground the
Spring is working without sound.
The rushes quicken in the morn,
And by the evening
They are born.
Red flow’rs raise heads of innocence
And turn them to the blue sky,—
Whence comes all the life and love of earth,
Comes all the life that longs for birth.
And in our blood there is a sting
Urging to love both slave and king.
We cannot till the fertile soil
Without long pauses in our toil
To think of those who wait and long
To share with us Love's secret song.

Venus and Bacchus clasp and kiss
And melt with rapture at their bliss.
Oh, for the secrecy of night!

Oh, for the long and dear delight
Of gazing into loved onés eyes

Of listening to each other’s sighs!
The day just dawning is accursed
For we are feverish with the thirst
That Venus has aroused

Within the veins of us

Who may not win deep satisfaction
Of our pain until cold winter
Come again.

SOLO.

Cleopatra. Now all is finished,all is done:

My world is dead.
And he whose glory shamed the sun
Lies shamed instead.

These lips that frenzied him with bliss
Have death bestowed . . . .

Strange that an agony like this
Should have been sowed

In wonderful blue nights

When sighs crept o’er the earth,
And stars looked down

Upon love’s birth.

And he is dead!

Bacchus lies dead, and very cold.

His eyes have tears they cannot shed;
His tale is told.

His heart was stabb’d by Egypt’s lie
By Egypt’s hand: ’
Yet came he in his pain to die

In my own land.

Now all is finished, all is-done:
Bacchus lies dead;

And he whose glory shamed the sun
Lies shamed instead.

And I who once was Egypty 1
Have mind and sense;

But in my body there doth lie
A dead heart

Whence springs neither love nor bitterness._
Only a lust for death,

Whence Egypt’s loveliness

Will lie in dust.

CHORUS.

The sun has gone away to sleep;
He bids the dark night
Bury all the Pyramids.

The Pyramids lie buried in the gloom,
And buried there lies Antony’s dark tomb.

To-morrow Horus strides across the sky
Without his lusty compeer, Antony.

If Antony be dead
Then Horus too will fade to nothing in the sk l’s
im blue.

Two suns have gone away to sleep:
They bid the last long night prepare their pyrj?{
mid.

GERALD CUMBERLAND
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Principals.

Cleopatra .................... Contralto.
Antony....................... Tenor.
Charmion ............... Mezzo Soprano.
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The Vision of Cleopatra.

Slave Dance.
Gerald Cumberland. Havergal Brian, Op. 15.
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The Dance.
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CHORUS.
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