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FOUR SEIBAN SONGS

The Seiban are a native tribe living in the mountain district of the semi
tropical island of Formosa.

The phonetic sounds in these songs do not represent any language but are
the direct expression of emotions that were created to form a whole with
the melody.

The pronounciation being the same as that used in singing Italian.

The general meaning of each songs is as follows:

. Feast of the Head-Hunters

Among the fierce Seiban tribes the greatest honor is to return from an
encounter with the heads of their enemies.
This song expresses their joy at a feat after a successful expedition.

II. Love Song

My love is in vain but even though my body is consumed by it, I can
not forget her.

. In a Field

There are two white herons. Even poisonous worms are in pairs.
But she does not come. Trembling lights too are doubled.

IV. Lullaby

Sail out my child smoothly in a canoe to the ocean. No whale, no demon,
sail out my child.
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Feast of the Head-Hunters
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Love Song
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Bunya Koh
Bynea Ko
(m. 12, 1936)
Lento con amarezza sotto voce
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All rights reserved To Mrs. Louisine P. Tcherepnine
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In a Field

T X
Bunya Koh
Bynss Ko
. (m. 28,1938)
Andantino con fresco ’
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